INTRODUCTION

THE study of Indian Philosophy has emerged, with
the slow publication of hitherto obscure texts and with
the gradual widening of interest in original researches,
from its general and rudimentary stage of the previous
century into a critical and systemadsed form today.
The following pages represent a brilliant attempt of
this kind and the writer is to be heartily congratulated
on the manner in which he has made his learning
bear on the subject.

The subject chosen for a special study is the Con-
ception of Matter in Indian Philosophy. It is an in-
teresting theme and as it covers a wide field the writer
has done well to restrict himself to a single system
only, vte., that of Nyaya-Vai^esika, though he has
taken the liberty of going afield on occasions for pur-
poses of comparison and illustration. It may be hoped
that other writers will, in due course, supplement the
work, bringing together in a systematised way all
that other thinkers have got to say on the problem
of Matter.

The Conception of Matter is elastic as a study of
the history of Western Philosophy will show. And
even in science the conception has gone through a series
of rapid developments into its recognised meaning
of the present day physics. Before going further
into the question it would be proper to take into account
" the meaning the writer himself attaches to the term
in dealing with the subject. It seems that in his opi-
nion the entire world is divisible into Self or A.tman
and things other than Self or Acetana. What he under-
stands by Matter is really the entire Not-Self, with all